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Staff 
Félicité Adjoua, Resident Assistant, Per Diem 

Morgan Aldrich, Resident Assistant 

Julie Ball, Activities Assistant 

Tracy Bartella, Activities Assistant, Temporary 

Nancy Bonneau, Licensed Nursing Assistant 

Pam Boyd, Cook 

Chris Clark, Maintenance Director 

Sherri Deyo, Licensed Practical Nurse, Per Diem 

Cindy Downs, Licensed Nursing Assistant 

Julie Emery, Resident Assistant & Housekeeper, Per Diem 

Rose Gerry, Licensed Nursing Assistant 

Joshua Hart, Chef/Manager 

Linda Hastings, RN, Resident Care Administrator 

Abi Healey, Gardener 

Cindy Jerome, M.A., Executive Director 

Ruth Kibby, Licensed Nursing Assistant, Per Diem 

Carol Killay, Resident Assistant 

Robin Lindsell, Licensed Nursing Assistant 

Lynn Miner, Licensed Nursing Assistant  

Shirley Morrill, Housekeeper 

Kelly Morse, Resident Assistant 

Mike Mrowicki, Site Director 

Wendy Parent, Senior Licensed Nursing Assistant  

Karen Penson, Licensed Nursing Assistant 

Kree Rinfret, Executive Assistant 

Chelsea Saber, Resident Assistant, Per Diem 

Ashley Squires, Housekeeper 

Ellenka Wasung-Lott, Activities Director 

 

Board of Directors 

Jill Brehm, Visiting Committee 

Paul Dedell 

Marion Dowling 

Vern Grubinger 

Allan Hansell, Vice President 

Lee Madden 

Kris McDermet 

Joe Meyer 

Andy Reichsman, Treasurer 

Linda Rice, APRN, President 
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Birthdays 
Residents celebrating 

birthdays in September 

include: 
 

♦ Cynthia Yohe on the 19
th

 
 

 

 

Bradley House 
 

As I write this, my belly is full of birthday cake from our monthly resident birthday party.  I make sure to be 

at Holton Home for birthday parties and Resident Council, both a great way to stay in touch with our 

residents.  Today, they wondered what’s going on at Bradley House and so I gave an update.   

There’s so much good news to report!  Perhaps the best is that the staff and residents of Bradley House have 

welcomed a total of eight residents who were displaced by the fire at Valley Cares up in Townshend.   

On August 3rd, while all 39 Valley Cares Assisted Living residents were eating supper in the dining room, 

lightning struck the roof.  No one was injured and all were quickly evacuated, but the lightening started a 

fire in the attic.  A wing of the building suffered tremendous water damage and all residents needed a place 

to go, immediately.   

Family came and got many, but others went to Thompson House, Pine Heights and Bradley House.  

Bradley House cared for five residents during until the undamaged apartments were cleared for occupancy.  

But the same day they left, more moved in – from the eleven rooms that were destroyed.  Three had been 

staying at a nursing home but wished for a more home-like environment and so came to Bradley House.   

Everyone, from the care staff to other residents, were welcoming and sympathetic, eager to help these new 

friends feel cared for and comfortable.  Within two hours of the fire, Holton Home loaned Bradley House 

some extra beds and furnishings, so that empty rooms could accommodate elders who had nothing but the 

clothes on their backs.  Everyone settled in nicely and found much to enjoy, even during this stressful time. 

It is these kind of assets, great people who are eager to help, that stands Bradley House in good stead for a 

bright future.  And the future looks bright, indeed!  Many friends are telling us know how pleased they are 

that Holton Home and Bradley House are working together.  We’re proud that we’ve successfully navigated 

some of the same challenges Bradley House is now addressing.  Today’s birthday party attendees celebrated 

that Holton Home has much to offer our “sister” facility.   

Around the time you receive this newsletter, the Boards of Directors of the  

sister homes will be gathering at Bradley House for a BBQ, along with  

the residents and their families.  Getting to know one another is the next  

step in considering how the two facilities might together serve our 

community.  

  

Cindy Jerome 

  
 



  

 

Visiting Committee News 

We continue to seek donations for the Holton 

Home Porch and Yard Sale planned for 

October 17, 2015 from 9 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

The Sale will be hosted by the Visiting 

Committee and proceeds from the event will 

be used to enhance the experiences of the 

residents that are not included in the budget. 

If you have small antiques or valuables in 

good condition that you no longer use or wish 

to hold onto, the Visiting Committee asks that 

you consider donating to the October Porch 

and Yard Sale.  Items such as new or old 

jewelry, old tools and fishing lures, old toys in 

their original boxes or in good condition, 

pieces of china, pottery or sterling silver, 

collectible books (comics especially), antique 

perfume bottles, any works of art, old trunks, 

old photos or prints of Brattleboro are merely 

suggestions to get you thinking.  We cannot 

accommodate furniture that is larger than one 

person can lift nor are we looking for typical 

yard sale items.   

Please contact Jill Brehm at 603-363-2706 if 

you have an item you’d like to donate to this 

worthy cause. 

Deborah Spiers Ahern, for the Visiting Committee 

 

Around the Halls of Holton Home 

My grandmother would call every Sunday from Arizona during my childhood because it was the 

cheapest day to talk, and even then we watched how long we were on the phone.  Around that time 

I remember seeing a TV show or a movie that had a ground breaking video phone!  I wanted one, 

but they were super expensive, and my father made the good point that they only worked if the 

person you were talking to had one too.   

Twenty or so years later, Skype was invented, and the world of communication with loved ones 

changed forever.  Skype is a free program for computers, tablets & phones that allow people to talk 

to and see each other.  It is much cheaper and easier than the video phone from the 1980’s. 

We have had a few residents use Skype to visit with their family-- a monthly chat with a daughter 

in Florida; checking out a son’s new place while on sabbatical in Australia, and most recently a 

chat with a baby brother all the way in Wisconsin.   

It is one of the most marvelous feelings to help facilitate visits via Skype, to see tears of joy well up 

in our resident’s eyes, to hear the wonder in their voices as they see their loved ones.  When I think 

of what a change this has been in my lifetime, it is hard to fathom what this must be like for some 

of our residents.  If you read this and are far away, and would like to speak with and see your loved 

one, let us know and we would be more than happy to arrange it!   

Ellenka Wasung-Lott, Activities Director 

 

Chuckle Corner 

“I’m so happy to see you!” the little boy said to his 

grandmother on his mother’s side.  “Now maybe 

Daddy will do the trick he’s been promising us!” 

“What trick is that?” Grandma asked. 

“I heard him tell Mommy that he would climb the 

walls if you came to visit!” 

Mary Harrington shared this gem 

 

PULLING HER UP 

She’s wearing bracelets, I.V., I.D.,  

the D.N.R., drowning her  

in all the rivers of all her lives. 
 

♦♦♦ 
 

She looks toward the mountain,  

bare of snow and says “beautiful,”  

without seeing.  
 

♦♦♦ 
 

I smooth the bruise on the back  

of her hand, wick her mouth  

where it drools, give her a hairbrush 
 

 ♦♦♦ 
 

and she brushes her silvery waves.  

When I drape a silk scarf  

around her neck, she ties it artfully.  
 

♦♦♦ 
 

I tell her what happened to her,  

tell her where she is, make her  

say it to me, say it back, tell me 
 

 ♦♦♦ 
 

she’s there, and from somewhere,  

her voice, tiny gravel, did anyone call  

to tell them I won’t be in to work?  
 

♦♦♦ 
Margot Wizansky, recalling her mother, 
Florence Cowan, a Holton Home resident until 
her passing 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

We recently visited the 

Chocolatorium in East Arlington – 

it was wonderful! 


