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Welcome 

Mary Smith joined us recently and instantly became the 

senior resident.  She turns 103 on March 5
th

!  

Welcoming new residents includes some fun tasks.   

One of my favorites is asking what pictures we should 

put on the new resident’s door nametag.   

 

Have you noticed?  Each resident’s door has an 

attractive little piece of art.  In addition to their name, 

the local artist who makes them draws a picture or two 

of something special to the resident.  I get to ask the 

newcomer or their family what we should depict. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays 
Residents celebrating 

birthdays in January include: 
 

♦ Mary Smith on the 5
th

  

♦Marjorie Dedell on the 11
th

  

♦Suzanne Woodcock on the 

13
th

  

♦Karuna Kress on the 20
th

  

♦Tom Scheidler on the 24
th

  

 

 

 

Welcome, Mary! 

 

 

Mary’s has an 

orange tabby cat, 

and some seashells 

on a beach, 

including a beautiful 

sand dollar.  Mary 

spent 13 winters in 

Puerto Rico.  She 

loved finding sand 

dollars on her walks 

and has quite a 

collection.   

 

 

 

 

Photos of last year’s spring here at the Home – it’s 

something we are ALL looking forward to!  



  
 

Around the Halls of Holton Home and Beyond 
I know that I have said this before, but I think it bears repeating:  Go to the Smith College Bulb Show!  Even 

better, join us on Tuesday, March 10th.   
 

Each year we head down to this wonderful tradition that dates back to the early 1900s, and breathe in hope 

and spring scents while meandering through two greenhouses full of familiar and unique blooms which pretty 

much cover every color in the rainbow.  One resident who joined us years ago, paused as she stepped in, 

inhaled, and as she breathed out she smiled and said, “Heavenly.”  She couldn’t be more right!   
 

This year the daughter of one of the residents will join us and we will all go out for tea afterward.   

But not before we go on our usual world tour through the glass houses, up through the Camellia Corridor 

with many varieties of citrus and their intoxicating blooms, to the cool temperate houses which hold beautiful 

specimens from Africa, Asia, Latin America, New Zealand and Australia, and a huge coffee plant.   
 

The very warm Palm house is next, thick with both humidity and vines and meandering paths under banana 

palms, a cocoa tree and ancient trees that look like they came from the time of dinosaurs!  The succulent 

house is usually our final stop, to see all the unique cactuses, sometimes catching them when they are in 

bloom, with their soft and delicate petals.    

If we are very lucky and they are in bloom we can leave with the scent of gardenia on our minds as we head 

off back into winter, a little more hopeful that spring really is just around the corner.  And sometimes, outside 

the Botanical Gardens, we have even seen a crocus or two pushing its way towards the sun! 

Ellenka Wasung-Lott, Activities Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Chuckle Corner 

Simple Home Remedies 

~ Avoid cutting yourself while slicing 

vegetables by getting someone else to 

hold the vegetables while you chop. 

~ A mousetrap placed on top of your 

alarm clock will prevent you from 

rolling over and going back to sleep 

after you hit the snooze button. 

~ If you can’t fix it with a hammer, 

you’ve got an electrical problem. 

~ You only need two tools in life – 

WD40 and duct tape.  If it doesn’t 

move and should, use the WD40.  If it 

shouldn’t move and does, use the duct 

tape. 
 

Exercise 

Here’s hoping the cold snaps are a distant memory by 

the time you get this newsletter but, baby, it’s cold 

outside!  Many of our residents like to get some 

exercise by walking outdoors, along the Avenue or 

through the garden walkways in our back yard.  This 

time of year, that can be a challenge!  

At Ellenka’s suggestion, Chris Clark did some 

measuring and lots of math. A cheat sheet was made 

that includes the following: 

 The 2nd floor hallway is 250 feet long.  Walk 

10½ round trips and you’ve gone a mile. 

And for warmer weather: 

 One loop around the Celebration Walkway and 

the paved path by the fruit trees is 372 feet.  

Fourteen trips is a mile. 

 If you go out the main double doors by Linda’s 

office, walk to the garage, then down the 

driveway to the street, then back to the double 

doors, you’ll have walked 872 feet.  Six trips 

equals a mile. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ben Update 

Ben has bid a fond farewell to his 

crutches and been cleared by his 

doctor to go back to work!  His brain 

injury has healed so much that Ben is 

ready to start substitute teaching 

again.  After his first day back at 

work, that school offered him a long-

term substitute position, working with 

special needs kids for the rest of the 

school year!  What an affirmation of 

his amazing progress.  Thanks again, 

to all of you, for your kindness to my 

family through this ordeal.  We are 

truly blessed. 

In gratitude, Cindy Jerome 

 

 

 

 

 

Valentine Tea 
 

Just call me your little tomato and don’t 

Put me in the can 

‘cause there ain’t nobody  can love you 

Like your little tomato can! 
 

(I still remember my favorite Jr High Valentine!) 
 

On Friday, February 13th the residents enjoyed the annual 

Valentine Tea, put on by Holton Home’s Visiting 

Committee.   Outside it was a sunny, but wintry day: inside 

the conversation flowed and the warmth of friends 

pervaded with approximately 32 residents and guests 

enjoying the party.    Oscar the dog, Linda Hastings’ Shih 

Tzu pup, also made an appearance and was affectionately 

greeted.  
 

The Visiting Committee hosted the event, providing the 

treats and plenty of warm conversation.  Coffee and tea 

were served.   The highlight of the party was the enjoyment 

of the Valentine goodies.  These included huge chocolate 

covered strawberries, homemade cookies, chocolates and 

tea sandwiches.   The special sweets of the occasion were 

Diane Bassett, Visiting Committee 

 

daintily devoured by all.  It was observed that 

several “take- home” plates left the dining 

room with sweets to be enjoyed later!  Friday 

the 13th was a lucky day. 
 

Diane Bassett, Visiting Committee 

 

 


