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Staff 
Morgan Aldrich, LNA 

Kayla Bailey, Activities Assistant 

Nancy Bonneau, Licensed Nursing Assistant 

Pam Boyd, Cook 

Chris Clark, Maintenance Director 

Sherri Deyo, Licensed Practical Nurse, Per Diem 

Cindy Downs, Licensed Nursing Assistant 

Rose Gerry, Licensed Nursing Assistant 

Joshua Hart, Chef/Manager 

Linda Hastings, RN, Resident Care Administrator 

Abi Healey, Gardener 

Cindy Jerome, M.A., Executive Director 

Ruth Kibby, Licensed Nursing Assistant, Per Diem 

Carol Killay, Resident Assistant 

Robin Lindsell, Licensed Nursing Assistant 

Lynn Miner, Licensed Nursing Assistant  

Meghan Miner, Licensed Nursing Assistant, Per Diem 

Shirley Morrill, Housekeeper 

Kelly Morse, Resident Assistant 

Emma Owings, Site Director 

Wendy Parent, Licensed Nursing Assistant  

Karen Penson, Licensed Nursing Assistant 

Kree Rinfret, Executive Assistant 

Chelsea Saber, Resident Assistant, Per Diem 

Ashley Squires, Housekeeper 

Ellenka Wasung-Lott, Activities Director 

 

 

Board of Directors 

Jill Brehm, Visiting Committee 

Cathy Coonan 

Paul Dedell 

Vern Grubinger 

Allan Hansell, Vice President 

Lee Madden 

Kris McDermet, Secretary 

Joe Meyer 

Cathy Osman 

Andy Reichsman, Treasurer 

Linda Rice, APRN, President 

Ted Vogt 
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Birthdays 
 

Residents celebrating 

birthdays in July include: 
 

♦ Ethel Brosnahan on the 1
st
  

♦ Bernie Luskin on the 23
rd

  
 

 

 

 

Dodo Rice 
                                                  Holton Home is amazing in many ways, but I am especially proud of the care our            

                                                  staff gives residents through the dying process.  The tender attention, to both the  

                                                  resident and their family, is some of the hardest work they do, and one of the                  

                                                   best examples of their selfless generosity and dedication.   

                                                   Dying at home is of great value to most of us.  While it is often not possible,  

                                                   there are times when we can care for a resident, in their room, through the end  

                                                   of their life.  What a gift.   

                                                   It gives me special joy when we are able to provide this gift to someone whose  

                                                   relationship with Holton Home began long before they become a resident.  Many 

volunteers, members of the Board of Directors and faithful donors have, later in life, called Holton Home 

“home.”   

     This is Dorothy “Dodo” Rice’s story.  She was the President of Holton Home’s Visiting Committee for many 

years, thereby holding a seat on the Home’s Board of Directors.  Under her leadership, the Visiting Committee 

continued the tradition of putting on twice yearly fancy Teas for the residents.  Dodo, who had been a 

caterer, was famous for her tea sandwiches, each painstakingly made of thin, crustless bread with delicate 

and perfectly blended flavors inside.  Residents raved about them and often skipped supper, as they’d had 

their fill of savory treats at the Tea. 

     Dodo felt strongly about being of service, about doing for others.  She started a lovely tradition of knitting 

prayer shawls for Holton Home’s bereaved.  There was always at least one, in a gift bag, with a card, ready to 

go to the family of a resident who passed away, or a staff member who lost a loved one.  I received one when 

my Mom died, and it meant the world to me to have it in my living room, ready to warm my body and heart. 

     As is sometimes the case with those who give so much, Dodo didn’t find receiving to be as comfortable.  

Coming to Holton Home was not easy, but she found a new way to serve, advising the executive director and 

pointedly reminding me when we strayed from our ideals.  Her gaze easily betrayed her feelings, and many 

were the times that her eyes made it perfectly clear what I should do. 

     At the age of 97, Dodo was still formidable but she let her tender side emerge more readily as she 

accepted the care her body needed.  In her last days, her family and many friends took turns sitting with her, 

ensuring she was never alone.  It was our privilege to care for Dodo until her last breath, on June 18th, 2016.   

Thank you, Dodo, for all you’ve given Holton Home.  And thank you, Holton Home staff, especially the Aides, 

Site Director Emma Owings, and Linda Hastings, RN, for your excellent and loving care. 
 

Cindy Jerome 

Executive Director 

 

 



   

Meet Holton Home’s New Activities Assistant  

So far, our new Activities Assistant, Kayla Bailey, loves it here!  She had heard nothing 

but great things about Holton Home, from her best friend, and Resident Aide, Morgan 

Aldrich.  Kayla was born and raised here in Brattleboro and spent her summers with 

family in Alabama and Georgia.  She lives with her fiancé Chris, and their two children, 

Mason and Piper, and her mini dachshund, Juliet.   

Family is everything to Kayla, on one side of her house her father and grandparents 

live, and her sister and niece live on the other.  She also has a step-sister and a step-

brother that live in Kentucky.  Kayla is very excited to be getting married to her first 

love this September.  She loves the outside, whether it is hiking, gardening, swimming 

or playing with her children.  She also loves all sorts of arts and crafts, “painting, 

drawing, crocheting, scrapbooking, you name it and I’ll probably enjoy it!” she says.   

Camping was something she did a lot of growing up, and she also likes to travel, while 

she’s been many places on the East Coast she is looking forward to seeing the West 

Coast someday.  She’s been to Canada a number of times and took a research trip to 

Belize, where she’d love to go again!  We welcome her vibrancy, energy and excitement 

to the Activities Department at Holton Home and she says it best, “I can’t wait for all 

the fun activities that await us!”   

Ellenka Wasung-Lott 

Activities Director 

 

 

 

 

We love our homegrown  
fruit and veggies! 

  

After They Are Gone 

 

When someone we love passes away, 

We ache, but we go on; 

Our dear departed would want us to heal, 

After they are gone. 

 

Grief is a normal way to mend 

The anguish and pain in our hearts; 

We need time to remember and time to mourn, 

Before the recovery starts. 

 

Let's draw together to recuperate, 

As we go through this period of sorrow; 

Let's help each other, with tender care 

To find a brighter tomorrow. 

 

By Joanna Fuchs 

In memory of Dodo Rice and Statia Dusavitch who both 

passed peacefully on Saturday the 18th , and Mary Anne 

Ladd, who also passed peacefully on Thursday the 23rd.  

We will hold you in our hearts and think of you always.  

Love,  

Emma Owings, Site Director and the  

Holton Home family 

 

 

 


